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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
ad 
“ For Lam perstaded that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor Uiungs pre- 
nt. nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any 
shall be able to scparaic us from the love 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord,” 
Romans viii. 38, 39. 


WPrx nature of God is the most interesting and im- 


sent, 
other creaiure 

Sig tal 
of God, wiith 





portant subject of all our contemplations ; it being the 
foundation on which is built our happiness. In the same 
proportion therefore, that we regard our own felicity, 
should we study the character and perseefions of God, 
and in so doing, we should be enabled to make approx- 
imation towards the fountain of ali intelligemeies which 


pervade the universe. And should we eve® @ifive to a 


ist understanding of the divine nature, we Should then | 


nite with the beloved disciple, in declaring @@d to be 
LOVE. 

Mankind are in a great measure, ignorant of the love 
of God wherewith he loved them ; and regardless ef their 
obligations, which ore, to “Jove him with ail their souls, 
mind and streneth,and their neighbours as themselves ;”” 
end in conseqnencé of this ignorance, and failure of dn- 
ty, we behold the astonishing prevalence of vice and 
immorality, and the stately goings forth of that discord, 
contention and animosity, which is the effectual destroy- 
er of all human happiness. Ingorance is therefore, one 
f the greatest barriers to the enjoyment of man. The 
truth of the abeve observation, appears more conspicu- 
ous, when we reflect, that the knowledge of God lays 
the foundation for the soul's felicity, ** for to know God 
is eternal life.”? All therefore, that is necessary fo con- 
stitute mankind the enjoyers of real happimess, is, to 
bring them to a suitable knowledge of the character of 
their Maker. Thus are mankind by ignorance, depriv- 
ed of many of the roses and lillies of contentment and 
delight, which are spontaneous productions of the relig- 
ion of Jesus, which is based on divine knowledge. 

From the doctrine of my text, we are favoured with 
an example of the effects which this knowledge is cal- 
culated to produce in the mind of him, whose heart has 
been toucheé with its gentle impress; it inspires a full 
persuasion, that not all the combined powers of angels 
and mer, are able to separate us from the love of God, 
exhibited and made manifest, in the death and sufferings 
of the Lord Jesus. 

Thus consolatory would the great apostle of the Gen- 
tiles salute the inhabitants of our earth, while discharg- 
ing his duty to him who had called him, to bare the 
sweet notes of salvation, to the children of men. And 
what instruction is better calculated to fill the mind of 
man, with that ‘* wisdom and knowledge which are from 
above, which are full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality and without hypocricy ;” than to inform them 
that there is no partiality with God? What is better 
calculated to eradicate from their minds the heart-chil]- 
ing doctrine of infinite wrath and implacable hatred, to- 
wards the greater part of his dependent offspring ; and 
enable them to unite with the singer of Israel, in saying, 
** all thy works praise thee, O Lord, and thy saints shall 
bless thee ;”? and that *‘ the Lord is good unto all, and 
his tender mercies are over all the works of his hands”? 
In this way shall we vindicate the character of God, and 
increase union and happiness among men,which are the 
natural fruits of the sweet breathings of that divine spirit, 
which fills the soul with more then mortal transports, 


| with its nature. Notwithstanding this principle of love 
, [is inherent in 


| 
i 
| 
i 


It is obvious to every superficial observer, that for us| perstructure void of all foundation ; for we cannot svp- 
to enjoy the sweetened charms of the religion of Jesus, | pose a warfare in the nature of God, that is, that one of 
it is necessary for us to become acquainted with the} his perfections disagrees with another; and as God is 
principle upon which it is founded, which is said to be | declared to be love, we Jearn that justice is in unison 


not but be sensible, that the traditions and doctrines of 





love. ‘* For God so loved the world, that he gave his | 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish but have everlasting life. For God 
sent not bis Son into the world to condemn the world 
but that the world through him might be saved.” 

We ali unite to ascribe infinite perfections to the De- 
ity; of course this principle ever did, and ever 
will exist in Him, however, unacquainted we may be 


od, ualess we become acquainted with 
it ourselves, we @re ignorant of the happiness it imparts 
(o (he bosom of itsreeipient ; yet we may, and even do, 
daily experience the blessings resulting from the exercise 
of this princ'ple, in connexion with the rest of mankind. 
It being from this principle that the opening hand of a 
bountiful God, daily supplies the wants of all who hang 
upon him for their existence, and who are dependent 
upow him for every blessing both of a temporal and spi- 
ritual nature. ** Seeing he giveth to all lite, and breath, 
and all things.” 

Those who are acquainted with the scriptures, can- 


men, have rendered inigmatical and obscure, some of 
the most plain and lucid declarations of divine inspira- 
tion; and among the many, which have fallen under 
this condemnation, my text may be considered to hold 
a distinguished rank, it being one, which has generally 
been considered to give validity to the doctrine of the 
‘‘saints perseverance,” or ‘once in grace always in 
grace.” But this doctrine, when brought to the stand- 
ard of impartial truth, will be seen to derive no support 
either from my text, or any portion of God’s word.— 
But has been hatched in the brain of imagination, and 
handed down by the learned Doctors of our age, as be- 
ing pure origina] orthodoxy, and received by many hon- 
est and pious people as such, even without giving them- 
selves the trouble of searching for its truth, or compar- 
ing it with the scriptures, to learn whether they have 
the doctrine of the Lord Jesus, or whether their minds 
are impregnated with those false doctrines, which must 
disappear before the invincible flood of divine truth, as 
the clouds and vapours recede before the rising sun. 
That our thoughts may be reduced to as concise a me- 
thod as possible, the following order will he observed. 


I. Show what we understand to be the nature of this 
love. 

Il. Speak of the durability of this principle. 

II}. Notice some instances in which this love has been 
manifested to us. 

I, Show the nature of this love. 

Love, as it respects the divine Being, must be consid. 


therewith. And agreeable to the best tdeas we are cap- 
able of forming of justice, we learn that it never requires 
the misery of any, further than what is for wise and no- 
ble purposes, and designed for good. Therefore justice 
is only a modification or less manifestation of the prin- 
ciple of love. 

Love in man, is liable to be counteracted and chang 
ed into hatred, owing to the fallibility and changeab! 
ness of his nature. But when applied to God, who is 
the only eternal, self-existent, independent, and un- 
changeable Being, it must be considered to imply a 
steady, uniform nature, as he changes not; but is the 
same yesterday, to-day and forever. Thus eternity a- 
lone must bare witness to the date of the unehanging 
love of the great Jehovah. But the subject appears 
more fully illustrated, when we reflect, that the small 
degree of love which is implanted in the breast of every 
man, is never disected to augment ti.e miseries of any ; 
but on the contrary, it is ever active in promoting the 
happiness of all with whom he is connected; and this 
principle is manifest in a greater or lesser degree, in all 
men; but ina particular maner, swells the bosom of 
the parent. Behold the fond mother witnessing the ex- 
cruciating agonies of the objectof her love! Yet our 
Father in heaven, more abundant in mercy, and more 
willing to express his impartial, unalterable loye toward « 
his children, than earthly parents are towards theirs, has 
formed the striking constrast; ‘‘Can a woman forget 
her suckling child, that she should not have compassion 
on the son of her womb? Yea, they may forget, yet 
will T not forget thee.” From this quotation, we learn 
that it is even possible, for earthly parents to forget, for 
a moment their tender offspring ; but that all-seeing eye, 
which never sleeps nor slumbers, cannot forget to do 
good, and to communicate happiness, to all the subjects 
of his creation. Remember, therefore, ye sons and 
daughters of affliction! that though death may put a pe- 
riod to the beating of those lungs, warmed with parental 
affections! that the Father of all mercies, spreads over 
you the mantling pinions of his love, from which, neither 
life nor death; time nor eternity, can separate you! 

Il. The durability of this principle of love. 

God is declared to be a Being, worthy of the adoration 
and praise of all his rational creatures; and the founda- 
tion of our hopes; and as being the exhaustless fountain 
from whence we derive all our consolation. But could 
we place confidence in him, did we suppose him to be 
our most inveterate foe; or did we reflect that he was 
liable to be changed by the caprice and falsehood of 
man? All must.answer in the negative. But the apos- 
tle, breathing forth the pious devotions of a soul filled 





ered a disposition, which ever prompts him to act for 
the best good of the objects of his love ; for God is love, | 


Hence, as mankind are said tobe the children of God, | 
we are fully authorized in believing that all his dispen- | 


sations are designed in the plenitude of love, and order- | 


«din the wise economy of grace, fer the ultimate good | 
of his rational dependent offspring. And as love is ay 
disposition to do good, and to communicate happiness, | 


it is not in its power, to inflict misery, any further than 


this would be counteracting its own nature. 





with love, has declared, that though death with his barb- 
ed arrows, separate his life from this brittle tenement of 
clay, yet he swims in the full and boundless ocean of 


immortal love. And though he should walk through 


the dark valley of the shadow of death, he fears no evil, 


for there shall the gentle zephyrs of everlasting love, 
steal in upon his soul, and illuminate his pathway thro* 
those gloomy regions, to the mansions of immortal glory. 
Here we ore favoured with a refutation of the idea, that 
when we are summoned from the chaos of time and mor- 


what is for the good of the suffering delinquent; for, tality, by d: @)’s dread warrant, we are then ushered 
Therefore, | into a state of existence in which God will cease to be 
all that has been said of the danger of placing confidence | merciful ; that we have no longer the means of grace, or 
in infinite love regardless of justice is found to be a su-| ogre of salvation; but are left to measure the revolving 
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ages of a never-ending eternity by the pains we suffer, 
even withont ever beholding one compassionate smile 
from the Father of all mercies. These are the doctrines 
of men, fully eclipsed by the resplendant glory of the 
ever merciful God, as described in feeling terms, by one 
who had tasted the limped streams of grace divine, and 
imparted the same to us by declaring, that neither death 
nor life, can break those cords of divine love, by which 
we are united to the Deity. Though the journey of 
man through the wilderness of time, is beset with many 
afflictions, and marked with many thorns of sorrow ;— 
yet the fostering hand of a kind and compassionate God, 
is ever stretched forth to the relief of the subject of suf- 
ferings. And though our heart-strings are torn assun - 
der, from those with whom we were connected, thanks 
be to God, the gentle smiles of divine love, distil like 


the dew, and pour into our dejected bosoms, the oil of 


gladness, and the balsam of consolation. Therefore, 
whether we endure the sorrows of time, or the shades of 
death, all is sweetened by the gentle impress of love 
divine. Consequently, none of these can separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
‘his is declared by the true and faithful witness: ‘1 
cive them eternal life, and they shall never perish, neith- 
er shall any pluck them out of my hands. My father 
which gave them me, is greater than all; and none shall 
pluck them out of my Father’s hands.’? Here we find 
nothing in support of the idea, that it is impossible fora 
man after he has been brought to the truth, ever to a- 
postatize therefrom. But on the contrary, much in op- 
position. We consider it no argument in favor of man’s 
always exercising love toward God, because his love is 
the same to mankind. Why are we continually exhort- 
ed, to stand fast in the faith, and liberty of the gospel, 
to hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering? 
Why are we told that we had betier never known the 
way of righteousness, than after we have known it, to 
depart from the holy commandment delivered unto us? 
Why all these exhortations, if there is not a possibility 
of departing from this commandment? Hence we learn 
that those who hold to the above doctrine, or the good 
old apostle Paul was in the wrong, and it is left with the 
reader to determine, in which he can place the most 
confidence. But we must not fail to notice, 

IIT. Some instances, in which this principle is mani- 
fested to us. 

The love, which is manifest ia all the works of God, 
roust be considered the moving principle, which caused 
him to give existence, to a world 6f intelligent creatures. 

Therefore, when the Almighty fiat bade creation rise ; 
when the sons of God’s elder creation, shouted for joy ; 
when man was brought into existence; blessed of his 
Maker, and pronounced very good ; it was the fruits of 
divine love. And God, to manifest the more full dis- 
play of his name, which is Love, lighted the lamps of 
the firmament, and decorated the dosth with every ob- 
ject which is for the enjoyment of man, who was then 
lord of this lower creation. ‘Thus the heavens and the 
earth, bare witness, that it was love that moved the 
great I AM, to give birth to the rising world. Conse- 
quently, as this is a disposition to communicate happi- 
ness, we learn that when God gave life to man, he de- 
signed to make him, finally, the gainer by his existence. 
But suffer me to inquire, whether existence is a benefit 
to him, if he is to suffer a state of endless mise- 
ry? Would not every reasonable man, prefer instant 
annihilation, to a state of never-ending torment? if 80, 
would not infinite love prompted by divine goodness and 
wisdom, have chosen the same? Or rather, would not 
God who is infinite goodness, have let mankind slept in 
the quiet arms of nonentity, rather than given him ex- 
istence, that he should be the inGnite loser by that ex- 
istence? And even admitting, that one of Adam’s pos- 
terity, is destined to irretrievable ruin, can it be consid 
ered, that he has ever received any blessiggs, from the 
ditid of his Maker? Should the idea be admitted, that 
our Father in heaven, ever brought into existence onr 
being, regardless of his eternal welfare ; it would disrobe 





him of « every spark of love, and render in no longer 
the object of our religious worship and praise. There- 
fore, existence which man has received, from the 
hand of his Maker, is the greatest blessing which can be 
enjoyed by a finite being; as he is finally, instead of ly- 
ing down in the shades of interminable woe, to be eman- 
cipated from all sin and suffering, and to join in the end- 


less anthem of heaven, in rendering high ascriptions of 


glory and honor, to the never-dying divinity of heaven 
for the gift of existence, from the fountain of love. 

But man has sinned! The stars have fallen from the 
religious firmament! But is parental love withdrawn 
from his support? No! For no sooner had man frans- 
eressed, than the arm of infinite mercy was streiched 
forth to his relief. We hear the concaves of heaven, 
resound with the mandate of God, saying, go ye, mes- 
sengers of light, on swiftest pinions of love ; declare to 
yonder dejected race of mortals, the appearing of the 
Lord Jesus! The best of heaven’s gifts! Declare to 
them that by the Messiah, the seed of the woman, death, 
shall be everlastingly destroyed; life and immortality 
brought to light; and all the families of the earth be 
blessed with the fulness of heavenly Joye. Therefore, 
we learn, that in the darkest hours, thick clouds 
lower in the mental firmament of man, the voice@filove, 
like the music of Eden, whispers to us the immeasurable 
plenitude of divine goodness. And let the eye of your 
mind be directed, to the contemplation of the glory and 
splendor of that ever delightful morn, when the Lord 
Jesus appeared to our world, as the way, the truth, and 
the life! When every heavenly lute, was tuned to notes 
of superlative praise, to the fountain of mercy. “In 
this was manifested the love of God toward us, because 
that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that 
we might live through him.” ‘* Herein is Jove, not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so 
loved us, we ought also to love one another.” This 
principle, thus manifested, has made known to mankind 
the nature of God. Ithas o ffered to virtue the highest 
possible encouragement. It gives to sorrdw its effectual 
consolation. Itopens to man the fountain of life and 
immortal beatitude. 

The manifestation of Jesus is one of the most illustri- 
ons and momentous events that can possibly engage our 
meditations. For here we have the gift of eternal life. 
** Thanks be unto God for bis unspeakable gift.” 

Finally brethren, may we all embrace, and enjoy the 
fulness of the love of God ; that when our mortal lanips 
on earth shall be extinguished, we may join the blissful 
society above. J.W.S. 
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THE SPY, No. I. 


It is usual to divide the christian world into distinct 
denominations, according to the several theories its 
members avow ; but Ido not remember ever to have 
seen it classed, or to borrow a term, analyzed accord- 
ing to the peculiarities of religious character, which dif- 
ferent professors support. Indeed, I believe it has been 
a favourite idea, that all christians are inspired by one 
spirit, and unanimously agreed on what constitutes the 
essence of piety, notwithstanding the difference in their 
belief; and so they have remained unconscious that it 
were possible to discover, what every day’s observation 
evinces, an equal difference in their internal sentiments. 
Some, for instance, think the exercise of religion is to 
be denoted only by the groans, screams, violent agita- 
tions, or a nervous frenzy, which they call the exstacy 
of the spirit; and others condemn all this as rank en- 
thusiasm. There are, again, some noted professors, 
who evince their piety by a stubborn gravity of feature 
and motion, resembling that of an Indian warrior under 
his tormentors. In short, the religion of christian chur- 


2jches exhibits all the degrees of variety between the 


Stoic’s frost and the maniac’s wild-fire; and I have 
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confetimes thought that, by carefully observing this fact, 
we might gain both amusement and moral instruction. 
A circumstance occurred the other evening, which 
drew my attention particularly to this subject: I re- 
ceived a visit from my neighbour Sinbourne, who had 
just returned from a number of conferences which were 
held in several pe 





cfs of the town during the day. Sin- 
bourne’s religion is by no means a compound of differ. 
ent feelings; it has one leading and characteristic fea- 
ture, which always comes and goes with it. He fre- 
nently spends an evening with me at this season; and 
we generally come, sooner or Jater,.to a religions topic. 
But now, as he entered the room, bis countenance and 
gait formed a very int ae, introduction to the dis- 
course that was to follow. ‘* Well,’ said he, sitting 
back in his chair, and casting his eyes upwards, ** we've 
had glorious meetings to-day ; the Lord poured his spi- 
rit down wonderfully. I] scarcely knew in the morn- 
ing what to do; my wile wanted me to stay at ha 
and provide the family with this and tother—but I 
her that I must go and serve the Lord, and let the 
things of the world pass. And I believe my sou! has 
received a blessing.”? I observed that some thoug!| 
they could serve God at home, when it was not con 
venient tobe absent. ‘*O yes,” said he, **1 look up- 
on it a duty to provide for one’s household ; but I had 
a desire to go and see what Jesus was doing for poo: 
souls. Im the forenoon, I attended Mr. Castleton’s 
conferemte at the plains, but it was a very cold one,— 
it was no meeting to me. To be sure, Mr. Castleton 
gave good, very good advice, and told how we ought 
to love God and one another, and said much about do- 
ing to others as we would be done by. But there was 
too much dead morality in his talk—he did not seem 
to have that power of religion that carries the soul a- 
way on the wings of love, to the arms of our dear Jesus.”” 
| asked him whether he did not think Christ’s sermon 
on the mount, as it stands in our translation, rather too 
moral? Why, he confessed, he did not know, being a 
man-unlearned and unacquainted with language. But 
in the afternoon, he visited three conferences where 
his sou! was fed. ‘The firet, he entered while John Ma- 
retta was exhorting, whose soul, he said, seemed rising 
to heaven: aud the Lord appeared to put words in his 
mouth, till he $e pm so engaged that he scarcely knew 
what he said. waver ue felt it his duty to rise and adda 
few words, in bis veak and blundering way ; and ** how 
strange it is,” said 4 he, “that a poor ickotent creature, 
like myself, should be enabled to bring tears from old 
hardened sinners, who bad sat for years under our min- 
ister’s preaching!” He told them that he rejoiced to 
see the heavenly work ; but that he must take his leave 
of them, perhaps for the last time, and ride over to 
Black-hill, to see the w rs rs which he thought the 
Lord was doing there. 

At Black-hill also, he found his brethren in confer- 
ence, engaged in exhortation, to which he contributed 
his feeble assistance. He entreated the careless, if they 
never saw his face again,—if those were his last words 
to them, to remember that he had warned them ; and 
when they saw his corpse carried to his funeral, to re- 
flect that he was the man who told them the worth of 
religion. When they seemed somewhat affected by this 
address, he turned and informed his brethren that he 
felt engaged in the glorious cause—that he had just 
come from Ur. Marette’s, and was now going to the 
Factory-village, to attend the fourth conference for 
that day. 

I grew fatigued by the time Sinbourne’s narrative ar- 
rived at the fourth conference, especially as I perceived 
his voice modulating into a favourite tone, which when 
once begun, is generally too enchanting to be dropped 
immediately. I therefore interrupted, by requesting 
him to tell me, briefly, what he supposed pure religion 
to be. ‘*O,” said he, “*! believe it a little heaven on 
earth. When I went into Br. Thetford’s at the Pacto- 
ry, and heard the new-born souls singing and shouting, 
I thought I could say with good old Simeon, * now let 
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thy servani dcpartin peace.’ Philip Harbury was all 
alive, and came forward to the help of the Lord against 
the mighty. We all thought he would not venture to 
speak; but he had boldness given him to own the cause, 
and he spoke twice, as though the heavenly soul knew 
The deacon came in very late ; 

an sit so cold, 
After the confer- 


nol when to leave off. 
but oh, | was grieved to see the poor 
when all were praising around him. 
ence ended, we joined and prayed for him, till our 
couls seemed drawing near to Canaan.” J observed 
that we should not be too hasty in condemning so good 
a man as deacon Marstow; to which Sinbourne seem- 
ingly assented,——** though,’’ added he, ‘I received a 
blessing in praying that he might be stripped of his 
self-righteousness.”’ 

When he had wished me a good night, I sat down re- 
flecting on the nature of his religion, | compared it 
with that which is evinced in the life and character of 
Christ ; and, though I expose myself to obloquy, 1 must 
confess that in this point of view, it was absolutely dis- 

Perhaps ] gave my imagination too great a 
liberty: I endeavoured to figure to myself our Saviour 
acting from the impulse of Sinbourne’s religion; but 
there was something in the idea, so very near the ludi- 
crous, that I desisted. And yet, Sinbourne was, fora 
while, the idol of affection, and the standard of the 
current religion in town; and to this day, his exstacies 
and ready zeal render his want of common morality 
nothing but the infirmity of our imperfect nature. 4h, 
said deacon Marstow the other day, when such a value 
is placed on such a character, there must be a deplora- 
ble ignorance of christianity, in spite of conferences, 
morning prayer-meelings, and every thing. 


rusting. 
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REPLY TO * LEANDER.” 

Iv may have appeared officious in B***** to have in- 
ierfered in the controversy between Leander and the 
Editor. But it was not his intention to interfere. Le- 
ander’s communication was published in the 12th No. 
of the Magazine, and seeing no notice in the next No, 
he feared that a longer neglect would be deemed dis- 
respectful to Leander; and therefore forwarded his re- 
ply, to be held in readiness forthe 14th No. This No, 
however, contained the Editor’s answer; and B***** 
expected his own would not appear, as he requested 
that it might supercede no one, if any were on hand, 

After this explanation, it mzy be proper to notice 
Leander’s remarks on B*****, He says that David 
might pray that his enemies might be eternally misera- 
ble, without opposing the passage quoted irom l’salm $3. 
But has Leander forgotten that the inquiry is, not what 
David might pray, but what he did pray? If he did 
pray that his enemies might be eternally miserable, let 
us know it ; and then, and not til! then, shail we have 
proof that we should oppose David, by praying that all 
may be saved. 

If Leander thinks that Christ, in Matt. 23, and Luke 
13, did not speak of a time, when the Jews should say, 
*¢ Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord,” 
he can find their fina] salvation asserted in express terms 
in other parts of the scripture.* However, as b2 must 
prove that they never will be saved, before their case 
will have any decisive effect on our general subject, we 
shall pass to his last paragraph. 

He supposes, though the Jews siiould finally be sav- 
ed, that still the fact of their not being saved at the 
particular instant of our Saviour’s exclamation, shows 
that Christ was defeated for a season. Now, it is in- 
consistent to talk of a defeat for « seasen, which is fi- 
nally no defeat, Here it seems that he confounds the 
idea of delay, with that of defeat. If Christ's desire for 
the salvation of the Jews is to be gratified, nothing ca: 
be plainer than that it is not frustrated, though it \ 


’ 
: 





*See, for instanee,.the 11th of Romans, where thi- 
subject is systematically argued. 


atta, 


lem, which is recorded in Acts iii, 6. See the text and 


delayed for ages of ages. A physician wishes to cure 
the patient, and, after a due course of medicine, ef- 
fects it ; but shall we still say that he was defeated, be- 
cause the disorder did not yield to the first application ? 

Nor is it an axiom, as Leander supposes, that what- 
ever resists a certain power for a while, can resist it e- 
ternally. He himself has, without doubt, witnessed 
many cases, wherein things have for a while resisted a 
power, that must by the laws of nature, overcome them 
at length. 

If Leander intends to maintain his former positions, 
he must show that David prayed for the endless misery 
of his enemies, and that Jeremiah was commanded not 
to pray for the eternal salyation of the people. He 
rust also show, either that the Jews whom Christ 
‘* would have gathered,” are destined to interminable 
sufferings, thereby rendering the accomplishment of our 
Saviour’s will concerning them impossible ; or that the 
mere delay of their salvation, is a defeat of the purpose 
by which, after all, their salvation will be effected ! 

Bett?" , 
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REPLY 
TO THE QUERIES oF *S.S.°? 1n ouR LAST. 


Ir we duly notice the occasion of St. Paul’s adverting 
| to the fact, that his brethren, the Jews, allowed, in their 
doctrine, that there would be a resurrection, both of the 
just and the unjust, we shall find ao substantial evidence 
that they had the same ideas respecting the state of man 
after the resurrection which were embraced in the Gos- 
PEL FAITH of the apostle. The apostle was accused by 
the high priest and elders of his nation, before Felix of 
being a pestilential, seditious fellow, and a disturber of 
the public peace, and a profaner of the sacred temple. 
These eminent accusers had employed a famous orator, 
on this interesting suit, whe endeavoured to flatter the 
governor to lend a partial ear to his case. Felix allow- 
ed St. Paul to answer for himself, and to confront his 
aceusers according to the rights of a Roman citizen. 
He replied as follows: ** Forasmuch as I know that thou 
hast been of many years a judge unto this nation, I do 
the more cheerfully answer fer myseli; because that 
thou mayest understand, that there are yet but twelve 
days since I went up to Jerusalem for to worship. And 
they neither found me in the temple disputing with any 
man, neither raising up the people, neither in the syna- 
gogue, nor in the city ; neither can they prove the things 
whereof they now accuse me. But this I confess unto 
thee, that a.ter the way which they call heresy, so wor+ 
ship I the God of my fathers, believing all thihgs which 
aré written in the law and in the prophet; and have 
hope toward God, which they themselves also allow, 
that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of 
the just and the unjust. And herein do | exercise my- 
self, to have always a conscience void of offence toward 
God, and toward men. Now, after many years, I came 
to bring alms to my nation, and offerings. Whereupon 
certain Jews from Asia found me purified in the temple, 
neither with multitude nor with tumult; who ougit to 
| have been here before thee, and object, if they had aught 
against Or else let these same here say, if they have 
found any evil doing in me while I stood before the 
council, except it be for this ome voice, that I cried, 
standiag among them, touching the resurrection of the 
dead i am called in question by you this day.” 

We think that whoever will carefully examine ‘his 
speech and its occasion, will see cause to acknowledge 
that the apostie roanaged his.cause againsi his accusers 
with great wisdom ; but it is not believed that any part 
of his object was even to intimate that he and his oppo- 
sers had the same ideas respecting the future state of 
mankind. In the close of this defence the apostle al- 
|.ded to his exclascation before the council in Jerusa- 
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note its connexion. “ Butwhen Paul perceived that 
the one part were Sadducees, and the other Pharisees,. 
he cried out in the council, men and brethren, I am a 
Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee; of the hope and resur- 
rection of the dead I am called in question.”» The evi- 
dent object which the apostle had in view when he thus 
exclaimed, was to divide the multitude which had rose 
up against him, and to gain to his favor that numerous 
and powerful party, the Pharisees. And he fairly suc- 
But that he meant to intimate that bis partic- 
ular views ofa future state were the same as were enter- 
tained by the Pharisees generally we have not the least 
evidence. Furthermore, in this speech before Felix, the 
apostle said that he believed all things which were writ- 
ten in the law and in the prophets. This surely was 
what his accusers professed to believe, and it was on ac- 
count of there professing to believe all that was written 
in the law and in the prophets, that he declared his own 
faith in them; but would it not be a very wrong con- 
clusion to say, that St. Paul meant that he and his ene- 
mies understood the law and the prophets in all respects 
alike ? 
have as much: reason for this, as we have for what our 
friend **S, §.*? seems to contend for. 

We have no disposition to indulge elves in any 
speculations on the vast, the momentous state of man 
after the resurrection, in which St. Paul believed. Nor 
do we think that the means are at our command, by 
which the great subject can be rendered more clear to 
our minds, than the light in which the apostle’s testimo- 
ny has placed it. See 1 Cor. xv. “For since by man 
came death, by man came also the resurrection of the 
dead. Foras in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive.—It is sown in corruption, it is raised in 


ceeded. 


This certainly would be most absurd; but we 
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incorruption ; it is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glo- 
ry; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is 
sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.” 

That this apostle did not anticipate, in a future state 
of existence, those fruits of the flesh, with which he 
found himself so intimately connected while in this tab- 
ernacle, seems quite evident from his words recorded in 
2 Cor. v. ** For we know that, if our earthly house oi 
this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of 
God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the hea- 
vens.”” 

— D+o— 


THANKSGIVING. 
The Executive Council have appointed Tnurspay, 
the 23d instant, to be observed as a day of Thanksgiv- 
ing and Praise throughout this Commonwealth. 
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MARRIED, 











In this town, by the Rev. Mr. Pierpont, Mr. John P. 
Kettle, of Worcester, to Miss Maria Vose. 

By the Rev. Mr. Ballou, Mr. Thomas W. Hardy to 
Miss Hannah Bullock. 

By the Rev. Mr. Eaton, Horatio M. Willis, Esq. to 
s Sophia B. Parris.—Mr. George Nance to Miss Sa-~ 
» Brickill. 

By Rev. Bishop Cheverus, Mr. Thomas J. Vinton to 
Miss Lissetta Choisier. 
Mr. Genet Holbrook to Miss Susan Farrar. 
— -—- 
DIED, 

In this town, Mr. H. Ellison,—Miss Blisabeth Ellison, 
and Miss Mary Ellison, aged 12, daughters of the form- 
er.—Mr. Asa Shumway, 40.—Widow Hannah Wendell, 
40.—Harriet, daughter of Mr. L. P. Grovesnor, 4 mo. 
John R. son of Dr. J.W.Webster, 18 mo.—Widow Sa- 
rah Collins, 55.—Mrs. Sarah Dobson.—Benjamin R- 
son of David G. Carnes, 6 w.— Widow Rebecca W hea- 
ton, 83.—Mr. John Parrott, 45.—Frances Eliza, only 
daughter of Alfred Richardson, 19 mo.—George, son of 
Capt. John Evans, 4 y.—Mrs. Mercy Smith, 22. 
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FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE. 
A SERMON on Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of 
the Image of gold, silver, brass, iron and clay, and the 
Stone which ground it to powder ; as recorded in Dan-- 
iel ii. 31—35. By Exsas Smits. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
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IMPARTIAL GOODNESS. 
THE sun’s enliv’ning beams unveil 
Our heav’nly Father’s face, 
And testify, as they prevail, 
His rich, impartial grace. 
The fig-tree, olive, nor the vine 
No more his rays can claim, 
Than noisome weeds, on which they shine 
With an impartial flame. 


Ye bigots, think on this, and say 
Why God should not confine 

The sun’s blest pow’r and ev’ry ray 
To some elected vine ? 


See yonder thistle’s tow’ring head 
As wet with morning dew, 
As favourite flowers in the bed 
Where nurs’d by care and you. 
Say, why should not the hand that throws 
Abroad the precious dew, 
Confine this favour (well he knows) 
To your elected few? 


Behold the rain, whose genial powers 
The grass and corn revive, 
Impartial falls in gentle showers 
On thorns, and maks them thrive. 


Why should the Father of the rain, 
With such impartial hand, 
On ev’ry mountain, hill and plain 
Such gracious tokens send ? 
Why not, like you, his love divine 
To some elected place? 
With wise precaution, there confine 
The fulness of his grace? B. 
s+ 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


LOVE DIVINE. 
HAIL, universal love divine! 
That in yon heav’nly ball does shine, 
On all things here below; 
Ere Sol his wond’rous race began, 
Or dust was fashion’d into man, 
Or fountains knew to flow ; 


Thou wast ; and gave all things their birth, 
That moves, or breathes upon this earth ; 
Or swims yon mighty flood ; 
Love in the Father’s bosom was, 
Of all things the celestial cause ; 
Which God pronounced good. 


The angels sang beneath this love, 

Ere hung was yon blue arch above, 
Or balane’d was yon star; 

Or day divided was from night, 

It was the Father's chief delight, 
Naught could its beauty mar. 


Or shone yon comet's awful blaze, 
Or systems knew their reg’lar ways, 
It was, and pois’d them all. 
Had not its equal, fost’ring pow’r 
Upheld them all, could they endure ? 
Long since had been their fall. 


Ere launch’d were yon dread blazing stars, 
The harbinger of deadly wars, 
As some believe and say, 
Thou wast ; and gav’st them all their laws, 
Tho’ strange to man, the same pure cause, 
Instinctly they obey, 


Or roll’d a wave of the huge deep, 
It gave them all their bounds to keep, 
Thus far, no farther go, 
Yon lightning too, that rends the air, 
Sublimely speaks thy image fair, 
Health in each flash does flow ; 
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For in that flash’s awful glare, 

There’s that which purifies the air, 
From man’s most subtile foe, 

Thus, all things in creation prove, 

The great | AM’s infinite love, 
Divinely through them flow. 


There’s not a blade, nor root that grows, 
Nor smallest rill meand’ring flows, 

Nor yet a lofty pine ; 
Nor worm, nor smallest insect fly, 
Whose littleness escape our eye, 

But shows that love divine. 


Above all these ; this love to man, 
Its law, its wisdom let me scan, 
Its goodness to adore ; 
That could lost, fallen man so prize, 
As gave his Son a sacfifice ! 
Our race for to restore ! 
And when creation’s wide empire, 
System on system shall expire, 
Wax old, and fade away ; 
Still rove exists; when time has run, 
Her latest note; and yon bright sun, 
With age to naugat decay. 
Even then, O heavenly love divine ! 
The Father's face, thou sweet will shine, 
And smile, and bless us all! 
No passions then shall intervene, 
But God our Father’s love be seen, 


T° his offspring, great and small! 
D. M. L. 





From the Hillsborough Telegraph. 


ON SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES, 


The Bible is conceived by many to be so mysterious 

a book, as that none but those called learned men can 
understand it. Itis not many ycars ago, that this false 
notion operated so powerfully and universally that the 
use of the scriptures was prohibited the common peo- 
ple altogether. The priests claimed the exclusive right 
of saying what the bible contained, and what was its 
meaning. ‘The people were implicitly to believe and 
obey. Thus ignorance became the mother of devotion ; 
and the less the common people know of the truth of 
God, so much the better for the clergy. This book 
was represnted as being mysterious, and even dangerous 
for the illiterate to examine. ‘To permit its free circu- 
lation would tend to endless divisions, and the most per- 
nicious heresies. Happy for us that such days of priest- 
ly tyranny are now gone, I trust never to return, Evy- 
ery man may purchase a Bible for a few shillings, and 
read it, none daring to make him afraid. It is, howev- 
er, to be lamented that many who enjoy their liberty 
still continue to eyslave themselves, The popish notion 
that the Bible can only be understood by the learned, 
keeps it a sealed book tothem. But is it true that the 
Bible requires a classical education to understand it ?— 
For whom were the scriptures written? Surely not for 
the exclusive use of the doctors in divinity, and such as 
are brought up within the precincts of a college. If 
this were so, it would follow, that God bas given us a 
book, commanded us to search it and to Jet it dwell in us 
richly ig all wisdom, and spiritaal understanding ; yea, 
threatened us with punishment if we remain ignorant 
of its contents, and yet that from its very nature none 
but a few learned men could understand it! Is it pos- 
ible that any man can believe the Almighty would tri- 

ee with his creatures in this manner? Alas! tel] it not 
in Gath! The scriptures were intended for the use of 
savage and sage, and we mnay be sure they are written 
in plain popular language. It is true, there are many 
things in that book which neither] earned nor unlearned 
can completely comprehend. If it were otherwise, 
we might justly suspect that God was not ite author. 
But the things in that book which puzzle the peasant, 
also perplex the priest ; and it may be asserted without 
fear of contradiction, that what is incomprehensible by 
the vulgar, is also inexplicable by the Jearned, Blessed 
be God, that the things which relate to our faith and 
practice, present consolation and future hope, are there 
so plainly revealed, that he who runs may read them. 
These things, instead of being dark, dubious, or myste- 
rious, and requiring much Jearning to understand them, 
are so plain and simple, that they require talents, learn- 








ing, and labored sophistry, to pervert them. What, 


for example, can be more plain and simple than the 
following declarations? ‘* All have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God. The carnai mind is enmity 
against Go'; for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be. So then, they that are in the 
flesh cannot please God. Therefore, by the deeds of 
law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight? for by 
the law is the knowledge of sin. Being justified freely 
by his grace through the redemption that isin Christ 
Jesus. For by grave are ye saved through faith, and 
that not of yourselves; itis the gift of God ; not of 
works, Jest any man shovid boast. But to him that 
worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. This 
is a faithful saying, and these things] will that thou 
affirm constantly, that they who have believed in God, 
might be careful to maintain good works: these things 
are good and profitable unto men. Therefore all things 
whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.” 
These are but a very few of the simple sayings of that 
book, which is conceived to be so mysterious and al- 
most uuintelligible. 

Insicad of the obscurity of the bible being the 
cause why men neglect to read it is, because it speaks 
so plainiv, they hate it. While men love the darkness 
rather than the light, they will not come to this light, 
{which shineth in a dark place, lest their Ceeds should 
he proved. <A person livingin sin of uncleanness once 
observed to a minister, that the bible was a very mys- 
terious book. It was briefly but appositely replied, 
that this was far from being true; for what could be 
more plain than ** Thou shalt not commit aduliery ? 

But why is the bible so little understood by those 
who profess faith in it ? It is because it is so little at- 
tended to by them. If it were studied as it ought to 
be by Christians, it would cease to be mysterious: 
What appears dificult in one place, is explained in a- 
nother; and if they compared spiritnal things with 
spiritnal, this complaint against the bible would be re- 
moved. Is it possible the scriptures can be under- 
stood, if they are seldom or never read? or, if read, 
read only with an indifference whether they be under- 
stood or not? Our diligence in ‘searching the scrip- 
tures will always be rapid by a proportionate increase 
in knowledge. In this, as in temporal things, the hand 
ofthe diligent maketh rich while the sloth of the slug- 
gard tendeth only*to poverty. ‘* My son, if thou wilt 
receive my words, and hide my commandments with 
thee ; so that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and 
apply thine heart to understanding; yea, if thou criest 
after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for under- 
standing, if thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for 
her, as for hid treasures, ‘hen shalt thou understand the 
fear of the Lord; and find the knowledge of God.” 

Instead of complaining that the bible is a mysteri- 
ous book, it would be much more becoming us to take 
shame and confusion of face to ourselves before God 
on the account of our indolence and indifference in 
searching it. Can we say that we have been as dili- 
gent to find the treasures of wisdom and knowledge it 
contains, as we have been to possess the riches of this 
world, whieh perish in the using? In this our own 
hearts, condemn us; and God is greater than our 
hearts, and knoweth all things.—Every bool, as_ well 
as the bible, isa mysterious book to those who give 
themselves no trouble to understand it. The elements 
of mathematics or of grammar appear mysterious to a 
beginner, but as his knowledge increases, the mysteri- 
ousness vanishes. So it is in regard to the bible.— 
Would the parent or the tutor think the school-boy jus- 
tified in neglecting his grammar, where he to say, ** It 
is very mysterious, and can only be understood by 
learned men ?” ‘To condemn him is to condemmour- 
selves. Happy is that man who comdemneth not him- 
self in the thing which he alloweth, for thou that jud- 
gest another condemnest thyself. —To these remarks it 
may be objected: Is it not said there are some things 
in the Bible hard to be understood, which they that are 
unlearned and unstable wrest? Yes; but it is not said 
they areimpossible to be understood. Besides, the un- 
learned refers not to such as have no ciassical education, 
but to such as are not taught of God, to unbelieving 
men who stumble at the word. Such unlearned and 
unstable men would not be preserved from perverting 
these hard to be undersiood parts of the word of God 
by a college education, but by opposition to God ; for 
they only wrest these parts as they do the other to their 
own destruction. These remarks are not made to un- 
dervalue learning, but to keep it in its proper place. 
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